
V a l l e y V i e w s  

òEvery day brings new choices.ó - Martha Beck  
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My Friends,  
 

Every moment of every day is  

often seen as a challenge. As  

people of òThe Wayõ, i.e. follow-

ers of Christ, we are invited to 

see the challenges in the light of 

Christ. It is never easy.  
 

Walter Brueggemann said this:  
 

òJesus in his solidarity with the 
marginal ones is moved to com-
passion. Compassion constitutes a 
radical form of criticism, for it 
announces that the hurt is to be 
taken seriously, that the hurt is 
not to be accepted as normal and 
natural but is an abnormal and  
unacceptable condition for  
humanness. In the arrangement 
of òlawfulnessó in Jesusõ time, as 
in the ancient empire of Pharaoh, 
the one unpermitted quality of 
relation was compassion. Empires 
are never built or maintained on 
the basis of compassion. The 
norms of law (Social control) are 
never accommodated to persons, 

but persons are accommodated to 
the norms. Otherwise the norms 
will collapse and with them the 
whole power arrangement. Thus 
the compassion of Jesus is to be 
understood not simply as a per-
sonal emotional reaction but as a 
public criticism in which he dares 
to act upon this concern against 
the entire numbness of his social 
context.ó 
 

May we always be bold when we 

see the status quo numbing our 

heart.  
 

Shalom, Pastor Ken 
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MAY 
 LECTIONARY 

 

May 6, 2018 
Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98   
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17  
May 13, 2018 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 1   
1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19  
May 20, 2018  
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b   
Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15  
May 27, 2018 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 29   
Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17  

 IMPORTANT NOTICE:   

 

Valley UMC  

Charge Conference  

 

Wednesday, May 2  

7:00 p.m.  

Valley UMC  
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MISSION AND OUTREACH  

 

 
 

 

COG ï a coalition of West Des 

Moines churches actively and col-

laboratively involved in Christian 

community service since the 

1960s. 

PERSONAL CARE 

ITEM DRIVE  

Together we sent 17 laundry large 

detergents along with other much-

needed items to West Des Moines 

Human Services as a result of our 

March COG collections. At the 

end of April, Larry Hutzell will 

transport the deodorant and other 

donations collected during the 

month.  
 

During May, please consider 

providing 

toothpaste and  

toothbrushes ï 

just place them 

in the tubs located in the ñmission 

centralò area in St. Andrews Hall. 

While any item is welcome at any 

time, here is a list of target items 

for upcoming months to help with 

planning ï June: shampoo; July: 

bars of soap and shaving cream; 

and August: diapers. There is al-

ways a great need for diapers, siz-

es 5 & 6. 

DMARC   

FOOD PANTRY  

Thank you for your generosity and 

to Wayne and Milly Blewitt for 

faithfully delivering the items to 

DMARC each month! 
 

$310  

 

Food Pantry Sunday is the 3rd  

Sunday of the month.  

CAMP WESLEY 

WOODS  

Every year parents, grandparents, 

pastors and friends ask why 

should kids come to camp? 

The simple answer is, at Wesley 

Woods we have witnessed camp-

ers being shaped through mean-

ingful worship, fun and fellow-

ship. We want to give young peo-

ple encouragement to strengthen 

who they are or to rewrite the di-

rection they are heading. Through 

exploring the outdoors, being 

mentored by caring Christian 

staff, cooking over fires, attend-

ing worship, having tons of fun 

and developing new skills each 

camper has an opportunity to 

learn a little more about who they 

are. 
 

Knowing this, the question is no 

longer why should kids come to 

camp? It might be better to ask 

how many times can we attend! 

Valley UMC has financial  

assistance available to those inter-

ested in attending camp. Pick up a 

Camp Catalog from the table out-

side the church office or contact 

Lynne Henn for more infor-

mation.  

YOU  

ARE  

INVITED!  

 

An Event for the Entire 

Family  

 

Wesley Woods  

11
th

 Annual Summer 

Kick -off  

 

     Saturday June 2     

1 - 7:00 p.m.  

 

FREE!!  Bring the whole family 

to start the summer off with a 

bang! Enjoy games and camp  

activities, including inflatables, 

canoeing, archery, high ropes,  

zipline/rock wall, swimming, a 

slip-n-slide, horseback rides, 

wagon tours and more.  There 

will be a BBQ dinner at 4:30 ï 

6:00 p.m. (free will donation) and 

a silent auction supporting camp-

erships. 

2018 Lenten Offering  

Summary:  
 

$492  Habitat for Humanity 

(Lilies)  

$1081.50   Larry Kies  

$1442.50  UMCOR Sunday  

 

Thank you for your generosity this 

past Lenten Season.  
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Reaching Out at Valley UMC  

CFUM SUPPER CLUB 

AT  

TRINITY UMC  

On Friday April 13, the Administrative Leadership 

team served 85 children and 29 adults at the CFUM 

Supper Club at Trinity UMC.  The meal was Chicken 

Divan (a chicken and broccoli casserole), Hawaiian 

rolls, fruit cocktail and Texas sheet cake.  Thanks to 

the cooks and servers: Carolyn Lancaster, Lorrie 

Hayes, Fran Watson, Gary Forster, Nathan Buzzell, 

Michael & Lynda Hommer and a special thanks to the 

bakers of the sheet cakes: Deb Stensrud, Cyndee John-

son, Lorrie Hayes, Rebecca Kmett, Susan Bruckshaw, 

and Lavonne Miller. 

 
                  

 

Next Up:    Boy Scouts ñMay 11    Trustees ñJune 8    CD/RSVP ñJuly 13  

¶ Cindy Chamberlin 

¶ Les Ottervanger 

¶ Graduating Seniors 

¶ Valley UMC SS Teachers 

and Youth leaders 

¶ Pastor Ken and his family 

¶ Valley leaders  

¶ Women at the Well UMC 

WOMEN AT THE 

WELL PRAYER  

REQUESTS  

 

Each week prayer requests are 

collected from the Women at the 

Well worship services and the 

prayer boxes in the Sacred 

Place.  These requests are sent by 

email to congregations and indi-

viduals who want to include 

Women at the Well in their pray-

ers.  Your Missions Team has de-

cided to have this list of prayers 

sent to our members weekly.  We 

hope that you will pray over these 

women who are part of our sister 

congregation 

June 9 -11  IOWA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018  

òFill the Truckó   

The 2018 IA Annual Conference will be supporting the Midwest Mis-

sions Distribution Center: ñWorking together to bring hope in times of 

despair.ò 
 

The Midwest Mission is a cooperating Depot with the UMCOR relief 

supply network. They partner in reaching out in times of crisis and in 

supporting many mission outreach programs.  They also help to sustain 

everyday life by providing the basic necessities to people who lack ac-

cess to these essential supplies. 
 

Your financial contribution will help make a difference in the lives of 

many in need.  Make your check payable to VUMC with ñIA Annual 

Conferenceò in the memo. 
 

The May 6 Fellowship Brunch will benefit ñFill the Truckò efforts. Be 

sure to sign up on the Connect to attend another delicious brunch! 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP PLANT SALE  

 

Donõt forget to pick up your flowers and plants  

Friday, May 4 from 4 -7:00 p.m.  

 

Contact Jaci Vega if you have questions.  



REACHING UP, REACHING OUT, REACHING IN  
 

At Valley UMC weõre REACHING UP to experience a bold, passionate, life -changing relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, REACHING OUT to witness through nurture and service, and 

REACHING IN to challenge ourselves toward discipleship and spiritual growth.  

VALLEY UMC  

EASTER EGG HUNT  
 

Around 55 kids and parents 

braved the blustery weather for 

our Easter Egg Hunt on the 

church lawn on  Saturday, March 

31.  Our super ñbunny helpersò 

spent Friday morning filling 5-

gallon buckets with the  filled 

plastic eggs, making snacks and 

setting up for our Eggstravaganza 

event.  Thanks to the many dona-

tions of candy and coins, we had 

so many filled eggs and snack 

treats left over that we shared 

some with the New Direction 

Shelter/Hawthorne Hill kids so 

they could have an Easter Egg 

Hunt too.   

PALM SUNDAY  

CELEBRATION  

 

Our Palm Sunday service was 

extra special this year with our 

young Sunday School children 

waving palms throughout the 

Sanctuary as the service began 

and then shared with the congre-

gation their ñHosannahò song 

they had been practicing during 

Sunday School. 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY  

ò24 Hours that Changed the Worldó 

A seven-week Lenten Study pro-

vided insight into Jesus' last 

twenty-four hours from the Last 

Supper to the Crucifixion ending 

with the Resurrection that 

changed the world.  With a com-

panion video we explored the an-

cient sites that played an im-

portant part of Jesus' last twenty-

four hours.   
 

The class of 12-16 participants 

commented that the study en-

riched their views of the last 

twenty-four hours.  
 

A light meal was provided before 

the study and free-will offerings 

of $200 were donated to CFUM  

meals and West Des Moines 

Food Pantry. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN  

EDUCATION  

APPRECIATION  
 

Christian Development volun-

teers will be recognized on  

Sunday, May 6.  We are sin-

cerely grateful for the time and 

talents they have shared enrich-

ing the lives of our children and 

youth at Valley UMC! 

GRADUATION TIME  

A reception will be held following worship on Sunday, May 27 to rec-

ognize our Valley UMC graduate: Olivia Schulte, who will be graduat-

ing from Waukee High School.  You are invited to bring cards for  

Olivia as we wish her well in all her future endeavors.  
 

Please contact the church office if you know of      

        others to be included in the high school or college            

 graduation recognition.   
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The Valley UMC Menôs Group 

meets for fellowship, video study 

and discussion in the Valley 

UMC St. Andrews Fellowship 

Hall.  Meetings run from 7:30-

8:45 a.m. All Valley UMC men 

and guests are invited to join us! 
 

Spring and Summer Schedule: 
 

Saturday, May 5 

Saturday, May 19 

Saturday, June 9 

Saturday, July 14 

Saturday, August 18 
 

Contact Les Ottervanger 

(lottervanger@aol.com)  

or Perry Meyer 

(meyerp@ihaonline.org)  

Nominate a  
Difference 

Maker!  
 

Please tell us how you, or  

someone you know, has made an 

impact or changed a life by con-

necting with others to cultivate 

world-changing disciples  

of Jesus Christ. 
 

Our musical talent at Valley 

UMC: the children, the choir, the 

bell ringers, the organists and 

pianist on Palm Sunday. 

UMW CIRCLES  

Faith Circle will meet Tuesday,  

May 1 at 12:30 p.m. in the 

Pommrehn Lounge. 
 

Searchers Circle will meet Thurs-

day, May 3 at 9:30 a.m. in the St. 

Andrews Hall. 

ASHRAM   

LIVING THE  

ADVENTURE  

 

ñSo Christ himself gave the apos-

tles, the prophets, the evangelists, 

the pastors and teachers, to equip 

his people for works of service, 

so that the body of Christ may be 

built up until we all reach unity 

in the faith and in the knowledge 

of the Son of God and become 

mature, attaining to the whole 

measure of the fullness of 

Christ.ò      Ephesians 4:11-13 
 

Apostles, prophets, evangelists, 

pastors and teachers are Godôs 

ñMinistry Giftsò to the Church 

and the world. As long as we 

have not ñnot attained the whole 

measure of the fullness of 

Christò, we need the ministry of 

all of these gifts. 
 

We certainly had a wonderful 

series of services with evangelist 

Matt Henson April 7 ï 10.  

Evangelism is sharing the good 

news. Mattôs spiritual gift is ob-

viously that gift. Those who at-

tended the services were inspired 

and blessed in many ways.  
 

A special thanks to Lynelle Mey-

er who helped in so many ways, 

including preparing the lunch on 

Saturday.  
 

Thank you! 

Clare DeBoef 

TWO -PIANO CONCERT  
 

Joyce Templeman and Barbara Nish will present a two -piano concert:  

 

 "It Takes Two to Tango"  

 

Thursday, May 24  and  Friday, May 25  

5:30 p.m.  

 

 4400 Greenwood Drive Des Moines, Iowa  

VALLEY UMC IS ON  

FACEBOOK!  

1. Go to www.valleyumc.org 

2. Click on the Facebook link 

on our website or scroll all 

the way to the bottom of the 

website and click on ñFind 

Us on Facebookò 

3. Login to your Facebook ac-

count if prompted, and then 

click Like and Follow page. 

4. While you are on the Face-

book page, feel free to rate us 

in the reviews. 

5. The more likes, follows, and 

high ratings we have, the 

more our page is shared and 

populates in other newsfeeds 

so they can see our church 

and what we are all about! 
ALL CHURCH 

SPRING  

CLEAN UP DAY  

Saturday, May 5  

9:00 a.m.  

 

Plan to lend a 

hand to help 

with projects 

around the 

church:  

inside and out!  

 

Contact Dave Stensrud if you 

have questions.  

mailto:lottervanger@aol.com
mailto:meyerp@ihaonline.org

